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UNDERSTANDING AND SUPPORTING BEHAVIOUR

This sample policy is provided by the Professional Association for Childcare and Early Years (PACEY) to its members as a template only for adaptation to their settings or role.  PACEY retains copyright in the template, but grants its members a limited licence to view, download, edit and print PACEY’s sample policies for use within their own setting or role only.   Whilst every effort has been taken to ensure that the information provided is accurate and up to date, PACEY will not be held responsible for any loss, damage or inconvenience caused as a result of any inaccuracy, error or omission. PACEY’s sample policies are designed to promote best practice but are not a substitute for professional advice.  PACEY members using this sample policy must keep the copyright, trademark or other notices contained in the original material on anything that they download and print and these should not be altered in any way. Materials should not be reproduced or distributed for use outside your own setting or by others without the prior written consent of PACEY. 

Policy Intention 

This policy ensures that we remain responsible for managing children’s behaviour in an appropriate way.

We are committed to demonstrating an understanding of ages and/or stages of child development and the role of the adult in supporting children with behaviour including the development of self-regulation and co-regulation to meet children’s individual needs.

Children must have the opportunity to build positive relationships with their peers and the adults caring for them so they are able to develop and grow in confidence. Respect and care will be maintained at all times.

Corporal punishment, or the deliberate act of inflicting pain or discomfort, will never be given or threatened by ourselves. 

We have in place: clear routines to help children feel secure; enabling environments based on agreed principles; expected behaviours and positive behaviour strategies that place an importance on well-being and involvement.

Procedure

Learning & Development

· All support we provide considers the unique child, their wellbeing and stage of development and a developmentally appropriate physical and emotional environment.

Assessment

· We take all reasonable steps to understand and support children's behaviour, monitoring and recording all significant and repeated behaviours to learn more about the child. 
· Behaviours will be discussed with the parents/carers of the child concerned so that together any behavioural issues can be resolved and behavioural strategies can be put in place to ensure consistency, see the Parent Partnerships Policy. 
Safeguarding & Welfare 

· Staff are mentored/coached, trained and supported to understand behaviours associated with ages and/or stages. Staff will ensure a consistent approach and work together to support the child.

· The key person as outlined in the Key Person Policy is responsible for monitoring behaviours.

· We take reasonable steps to ensure that corporal punishment is not given by any person who cares for, or is in regular contact with the child, following the Safeguarding Policy.

· We communicate with parents/carers to discuss a child’s care and any issues or concerns in conjunction with the Parent Partnerships Policy.

· If a child requires physical intervention, this is done in line with support and guidance from either knowledgeable and experienced staff or other agencies. 

· All physical intervention is recorded where we have to prevent children from injuring themselves or others, damaging property or to avert immediate danger.


Whilst every effort has been taken to ensure that the information provided is accurate and up to date, PACEY will not be held responsible for any loss, damage or inconvenience caused as a result of any inaccuracy, error or omission. It must be acknowledged that not every eventuality may have been covered. 
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